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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 10,904 NA 6,667 1,997
1940 10,292 NA 6,783 1,435
1945 12,874 NA 13,441 1,304
1950 15,436 5,490 14,019 1,187
1954 18,400 5,421 5,995 1,503
1959 15,882 4,321 6,535 1,556
1964 12,962 3,075 3,710 560
1969 11,822 2,029 2,438 254
1974 12,133 1,421 1,694 190
1978 11,113 1,594 153 153
1982 12,402 1,636 1,821 (D)
1987 7,625 1,655 428 61
1992 7,153 1,125 55 360
1997 8,164 1,116 99 355

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 261 259 272

Farm income and sales: (Thousand Dollars)

Crops Sold 4,749 1,399 1,031
Grains 1,256 663 453
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage 319 (D) 124
Other field crops ---- ---- ----
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons ---- (D) (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries ---- ---- (D)
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products 3,166 472 (D)
Forest Products Sold 3 45 23

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 4,385 3,637 4,559

Poultry and products ---- ---- (D)
Dairy products 2,436 2,499 2,750
Cattle and calves 1,198 941 1,116
Hogs and pigs ---- 4 17
Sheep, lambs and wool 11 2 (D)
Other livestock and          
 products 720 191 676

Total income from sales: 9,135 5,036 5,590

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: 15 113 27

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 16 41 119 82 11 6 1 276
1978 13 50 126 81 20 5 1 296
1982 40 82 109 60 17 6 ---- 314
1987 20 95 98 46 9 4 ---- 272
1992 30 86 97 34 8 3 1 259

1997 30 95 94 30 8 4 ---- 261

1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero. 

OPERATOR  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:
   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123 101 100 114
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191 171 159 147

Operators by age group:
   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ---- 1 1 ----
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 20 10 9
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 57 44 39
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 60 85 63
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 59 45 63
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 75 74 87
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 54 56 58
NA  Not available.  ----  Represents zero.
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PRINCE WILLIAM
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Prince William County is situated in the northern part of the
Piedmont Plateau. Formed in 1730 from parts of Stafford and King George,
the county was named in honor of Prince William, son of King George II,
when the boy was only nine years old.

 In 1997, land in farms in Prince William County totaled  35,936
acres,  or 17 percent of the county’s total area of 216,594 acres.  According
to the 1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 261 farms in the area, each
averaging 138 acres in size and worth an average of $567,833, including
land and buildings. 

Elevations in the county range from a few feet above sea level
along the Potomac River to about 1,300 feet in the Bull Run Mountains on
the northwestern border.  Temperatures in the area average 34 degrees in
January and 79 in July.  The frost-free growing season generally extends for
190 days,  with the last killing frost falling around April 15 and the first in the
fall on about October 24.  Annual precipitation averages 38  inches, with the
heaviest rains falling during July and August. 

Over half of Prince William is woodland,  of which about 5,707 acres were
in farms in 1997.  The Conway-Robinson Memorial State Forest, which
demonstrates conservation and production methods, and Prince William
Forest Park together comprise more than 15,000 acres of this woodland.
Other forests in the county are owned by Manassas National Battlefield Park
and the Department of Defense.

Like other counties close to Washington, D.C., considerable
farmland in the area has yielded to encroaching urbanization.  However,
agriculture is still an important part of Prince William’s economy.  Of the farm
products sold in 1997, livestock, poultry, and poultry products accounted for
approximately 72 percent, with milk being the leading income producer.  

In 1990, the estimated population of the county was 215,686.  The
total gross personal income that year was $4,431.0 million,  or an average
of $20,543 per capita.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR Number
of

Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 1,383 150,508 43 35,126 7,298 45,099 6,744 NA 52,388
1940 1,044 124,288 53 35,208 4,095 40,764 NA NA NA
1945 1,117 130,176 72 37,183 3,909 24,803 19,970 5,533 35,423
1950 867 108,613 131 27,723 7,053 26,302 12,029 6,571 24,594
1954 783 98,167 198 28,304 4,559 9,460 24,164 6,302 22,088
1959 479 89,319 234 22,943 4,601 19,585 15,969 5,308 17,280
1964 368 69,002 468 20,884 3,271 10,790 10,817 NA NA
1969 308 62,600 818 16,269 3,635 16,850 4,190 4,009 7,752
1974 2/ 276 53,464 1,424 16,212 2,167 14,777 4,828 NA NA
1978 296 58,780 1,933 21,172 2,969 15,620 3,559 3,161 10,409
1982 314 51,172 2,514 23,043 2,104 8,848 5,793 2,103 6,446
1987 272 36,926 3,321 15,341 3,224 8,883 2,279 2,285 3,236
1992 259 32,973 4,065 12,565 1,852 7,486 3,596 999 5,311
1997 261 35,936 4,372 18,226 731 6,801 731 1,283 4,424
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census.  Acreage
beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.
2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available. 

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 715 2,703 26,006 28,709 378 1,870 5,957 7,827
1940 327 919 6,536 7,455 207 373 1,660 2,033
1945 695 NA NA 10,949 433 NA NA 3,614
1950 344 1,361 3,577 4,938 221 640 1,048 1,688
1954* 23 51 889 940 17 3 218 221
1959* 24 107 506 613 17 95 110 205
1964* 14 85 356 441 6 7 18 25
1969* 1/ 1 6 6 12 1 NA 1 1
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ 16 NA NA NA 13 NA NA NA
1982 9 NA NA NA 8 63 90 153
1987 4 (D) 80 (D) NA NA NA NA
1992 6 39 382 421 4 (D) (D) 193
1997 5 14 168 182 NA NA NA NA

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 892 141,587 77 4,133 NA NA
1950 2/ 243 33,074 75 2,954 NA NA
1954 3/ 2 14,100 76 1,359 NA NA
1959 3/ ---- ---- 18 282 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 3 58 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 14 612
1974 5/ 6/ 1 (D) NA NA 8 578
1978 5/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 9 (D)
1982 2 (D) 4 (D) 12 (D)
1987 2 (D) ---- ---- 4 193
1992 2 (D) 2 (D) 3 55

1997 1 (D) 1 (D) 4 56
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and 1964
Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets
with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  6/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and other meat type chickens sold. (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual
farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
CORN WHEAT

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 10,662 27.9 297,754 7,376 12.7 93,555
1940 10,684 33.5 358,413 6,610 14.8 97,912
1945 9,113 33.2 302,872 6,437 24.9 159,968
1950 5,155 38.7 199,734 3,495 19.6 68,429
1954 4,245 35.3 149,665 2,227 28.8 64,088
1959 2/ 2,847 59.9 170,676 1,393 20.9 29,168
1964 1,559 45.3 70,549 1,150 25.5 29,303
1969 1,575 72.1 113,603 887 34.5 30,598
1974 3,579 60.3 215,949 1,498 33.3 49,878
1978 4,412 76.0 335,250 922 36.2 33,406
1982 9,900 74.9 741,393 1,518 30.5 46,330
1987 2,489 56.3 140,118 1,359 48.7 66,160
1992 2,030 109.5 222,213 1,242 50.7 62,929
1997 2,853 74.6 212,759 833 42.6 35,477

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ 

Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 60 192 4,455 934 20,065 499 5,883 265 23,621 81 6,006
1940 20 594 9,600 1,103 26,863 567 7,573 74 6,933 28 2,802
1945 77 360 10,698 1,408 47,555 291 4,802 67 4,384 10 1,217
1950 5 821 21,654 1,228 36,566 111 1,885 39 5,912 4 630
1954 18 1,128 39,498 1,339 50,248 82 1,495 8 1,982 1 214
1959 16 961 35,311 1,149 41,847 31 765 5 655 1 151
1964 16 318 8,073 1,094 43,884 34 555 1 197 NA 34
1969 17 187 7,080 600 27,266 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 13 100 4,698 359 19,202 NA NA (D) (D) NA NA
1978 35 166 8,029 373 13,846 (D) (D) (D) (D) NA NA
1982 89 NA NA 267 14,675 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1987 51 NA NA 440 25,103 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 13 NA NA 490 36,184 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 6 NA NA (D) (D) NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  3/  Potatoes are in
hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION
YEAR All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 10,788 361 686 8,655 9,482 73 55
1940 13,067 226 323 10,495 11,191 192 160
1945 14,614 376 726 13,042 11,964 11 6
1950 15,966 1,092 2,769 12,387 15,339 51 89
1954 14,946 1,485 3,018 7,965 7,924 491 543
1959 15,524 1,497 4,196 9,841 11,827 121 144
1964 13,713 1,102 1,556 7,416 8,564 262 395
1969 10,553 604 843 6,841 9,308 25 44
1974 9,208 560 1,107 5,435 8,949 26 44
1978 12,895 493 1,117 9,564 14,182 348 792
1982 9,797 556 992 7,241 10,453 329 346
1987 9,807 678 1,411 7,006 9,133 309 265
1992 8,031 979 1,810 5,712 10,269 105 417
1997 10,295 (D) (D) 7,787 11,932 (D) (D)

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural
products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay.  3/  Beginning
with 1978 data are for all farms.    (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

PRINCE WILLIAM


